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upon his lips, and Roger Chillingworth's baffled
cry in his ears, "Thou hast escaped me! Thou
hast escaped me! "

It is so that Nathaniel Hawthorne portrays
sin. These are the messages embodied in " The
Scarlet Letter." He proclaimed a penalty within
the mind, and that, though no tribunal exist in
the heaven above, there is an inexorable judge
within the soul from whose sentence there is ifo
escape. He shows how sin escapes the qpnfines
of our own hearts and throws its dreadful gloom
upon others. He insists upon the need for con-
fession; that one must be true at all costs; that
a hidden sin is like some fungous g?<owth which
saps away our moral health. All of which we
needed to be taught again in an age inclined to
deal lightly with moral faults.

But one closes the book feeling the need for
some further word. The law., declared St. Paul,
is a " schoolmaster to bring us to Christ." This
searching analysis of sin should act in this
way. When they asked Mayer how he came
to discover the principle of the conservation of
energy, he replied, " for the sufficient reason that
I felt the need of it." Reading this book, makes